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Bunyan Meeting
and
John Bunyan Museum 

Mill Street, Bedford MK40 3EU

Contact: Museum Curator Tel: (01234) 270303
Email: curator@bunyanmeeting.co.uk

We suggest that teachers planning a visit should try to see the site prior to their visit and look at both the Bunyan Museum and Bunyan Meeting itself. Bunyan Meeting is a very busy church and visitors will need to be flexible if services are taking place.

[image: image2.png]


Museum opening times

School groups:

9:30am – 3:30pm (last entry 2:30pm) Tuesday – Friday throughout the year

General public:

11:00am – 4:00pm (last entry 3:45pm) Tuesday – Saturday, March – End of October

Admission is free but donations are always very welcome. Your donation helps to keep the museum open. 

Cheques should be made payable to: Trustees of Bunyan Meeting (Museum Account).

Educational resource material:

A ‘Teachers Resource Pack’ has been written to help teachers to use the museum and church effectively and to support teaching of the National Curriculum. The pack is ideal for KS1 and KS2.

Price: £10.00 excluding postage and packing. Cheques should be made payable to: Trustees of Bunyan Meeting (Museum Account).

Booking:

Teachers planning a class visit should make a telephone or email booking to reserve a space for their group as far in advance as possible, and should indicate the number of children in the group, the age of the group, the number of accompanying adults and the area they wish to work in. A maximum number of 30 children, in groups of 10, can be accommodated in the museum at any one time. It is possible to bring two classes, if one works in the Church whilst the other is in the museum. 

Please contact the Museum Curator for a booking form.

There should be at least one adult for every 10 children. Teachers are expected to ensure good behaviour by their group throughout the visit. We can arrange guided tours of the Church and Museum. However, teachers are encouraged to lead their own groups.

We provide a safe and supportive environment for visiting groups of children. Our stewards are pleased to respond to questions and reasonable requests. 

Access:

Please arrive at the museum entrance where a Steward will be waiting to welcome you. Please arrive on time.

Coaches:

Coaches should leave parties at the rear of Bunyan Meeting in Castle Lane and pick up at the same point; this is near the Museum entrance.
Toilets:

Toilet facilities, including wheelchair accessible toilets are available at the entrance of the Museum. We would be grateful if group leaders could supervise young children when using the toilets, as other visitors also use them.

Wheelchairs:

There is a platform lift to the museum on the first floor, which can also be used by visitors who find the stairs difficult. This means the site is wheelchair accessible.

Please let us know in advance if you wish to use the lift.

Working on site:

Children can draw and sketch on site, using dry materials only. You may wish to bring photocopied worksheets, clipboards, pencils, drawing and writing paper.

Activities/Study room/Lunch room:
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If you would like to book one of our rooms, this will need to be done in advance. 

The charge is £15.00 per session.

Cheques should be made payable to Bunyan Meeting. 
Emergency exits and fire drill:

There are notices in the Church, Museum and meeting rooms- Please read them. 

If the fire alarm should ring please make your way to the nearest exit.

Assembly area is on the concrete slope to the left of the building when leaving by Mill Street gate.

First Aid:

Both the Church and Museum have First Aid Boxes, but we do recommend that you bring a qualified First-Aider with you on any visit.

Food and drink:

There is a room equipped with tables and chairs that can be used for lunch. In fine weather the children can picnic in the grounds of the Castle Mound, opposite the Museum. Teachers must take responsibility for the safety of the children, as there is access to a busy road through the open gates.

Photography:

Photography/video/filming is not permitted in the museum.

Shop:

There is a small shop at the entrance to the Museum selling books, publications, gifts, postcards and small souvenirs, some at pocket money prices.

If you wish to visit the shop we suggest doing so in small groups, under supervision. This helps our staff to serve everyone quickly.

For further information and a location map please visit our website:

www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk 
We do hope you enjoy your visit


Information up-dated January 2011
